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FROM THE CHAIRMAN:

The AGM of the ABC was held on the 31st April. There was a good attendance and “thank you” to those who sent their official apologies.  The meeting went smoothly and quickly and a new committee was elected.
A committee meeting was held after the AGM and the follow portfolios were voted:

KATHY CLAYTON - Chairman
MELVYN GREENBERG - Vice Chairman
ELAINE BOTHA - Secretary
TRISH THOMAS - Treasurer
STACI LYONS - Membership Secretary
PAULA JORDI - Events
LOUISE THOMPSON - Newsletter
KATHY ESSOP
TARRYN CARLISLE

I would like to thank the committee for electing me as Chairman, and I hope to live up to the high expectations of a Chairman's responsibilities. My thanks to Dr Melvyn Greenberg for his Chairmanship last year.

I would like to welcome the newcomers to the committee, and especially to Louise Thompson who is one of the founder members of the ABC and worked tirelessly on the committee for many years. I am looking forward to the next year.

Please members, the committee has been voted in by you, and we are working for you as the ABC. Please keep in contact with us if you have any suggestions, comments, and even complaints. We need to know what is the… "word"… amongst the members and work with you and for you.

There are many training schools working around the country, as well as Accredited Behaviourists and people working with dogs. There is room for everyone to work, and I sincerely believe that we all need to work together and not against each other. 

Life is made up of diversity, and so too, there is diversity in what we do. I attend conferences all around the world, as well as meeting people all around the world (I was in Australia in December and at Crufts in March where I met many trainers, went to training schools, and talked to behaviourists), I have a huge library (which is continually being expanded) as well as using the internet and watching TV.

Through the years I have learnt to sift through everything, and use and discard as the need arises. 
Things have changed drastically since I first started out in the dog world over 30 years ago. I cringe at how I trained my first Border Collie, but that is how things were done in those days…… But now, training is different, and fortunately there are many different ways of doing things. I have no hard and fast rules and will use different methods if and when necessary.

I would like to extend a hand to everyone in the training field as well as those who are working with behaviour to come and join the ABC and work together to improve what is a necessary part of dog ownership.
Regards,
 

Kathy Clayton
Accredited Companion Animal Behaviourist & Professional Dog Trainer
011 783 3042   082 454 1750
kcdogs@global.co.za
www.kcdogschool.co.za
http://www.kcdogs.stemtechbiz.com
Minutes of The Seventeenth Annual General Meeting Of The Animal Behaviour Consultants Of Southern Africa(
Held on THURSDAY, 31st March 2011 at 19h00 for 19h30 at

8 Disa Drive, Morningside Manor Ext 2

Attendance and Apologies:

All members present signed the attendance register and all apologies were duly read out and noted as per attachment. 

Notice Convening the Annual General Meeting:

Read out by the Chairperson and unanimously accepted.

Welcome:

The Chairperson welcomed the members present and declared the meeting open. The Chairperson thanked Mrs Lyons (Staci’s mom) for the venue and hospitality.  The Chairperson expressed sincere gratitude to Keith McKay for submitting in Honorary Capacity the”Report of the Accounting Officer”.  

Constitution For Annual General Meeting:  
Sufficient notice was given for the 17th AGM, 15 days notice is required and vote that there was sufficient notice given.  The Chairperson declared meeting duly constituted.  

Minutes of the 16th Annual General Meeting was circulated quickly and in accordance with a Litigation and sent to Beth Babbin with notification of consequence.  

Confirmation of the Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held on 11TH March 2010

Proposal: 
Confirm minutes and taken as read.

Proposed by: 
Louise Thompson

Seconded by: 
Lou-Ann Theunessen

Acceptance: 
Unanimous

Matters Arising:

There were no matters arising from the previous minutes.  

Chairperson’s Report:

The Chairperson, Melvyn Greenberg, reported that the past twelve months were eventful.  

After previous AGM Melvyn Greenberg and Trish Thomas went to Standard Bank and are now officially the signatories for ABC.  
Re-Registration with CIPRO – registration is due every ten years, Melvyn Greenberg spoke to a Registration Lawyer and was advised to do it ourselves at a cost of R1560.00 as opposed to R19000.00.  Eight different applications were completed, paid and put on computer.  Melvyn Greenberg was then contacted and had to go back as all the addresses were incorrect.  MG went in and completed all documentation correctly and was advised telephonically that the ABC is now registered until 2020 under Melvyn Greenberg’s details.  

Hosted three speakers during the year, Sara Fisher, Carole O’Leary and Melvyn Greenberg and Dr Simon Rigby.  

Elwyn Pelser passed away after a long illness.  Gia Gerard has taken over his training school.  

Website – over 100 enquiries from the public this is impressive and people are looking.  

David Bailey was given life membership.  

Paula Jordi approached Hannah Odendaal regarding accreditation, and conveyed to her that she must let the students know that by doing the course does not make them behaviourists but by doing the theory is a step in the right direction.  
Melvyn Greenberg received a complaint from the Veterinary Council/Ondersterpoort Avian Department regarding TTouch.  It was reported that people are being taught to massage on the backs of birds which is causing birds to become egg bound and males to masturbate.  Melvyn Greenberg advised Ondersterpoort to contact him if they get more cases.  Melvyn Greenberg has discussed this with Eugenie from TTouch.  

Melvyn Greenberg thanked the Committee for their hard work during the past year.  The resignations of Lou-Ann Theunessen and Ruth Bots have been acknowledged and he thanked them for all their hard work.  

Kathy Clayton thanked Melvyn Greenberg for all his help and input regarding the registration of ABC.  

Melvyn Greenberg thanked Trish Thomas for all her hard work with finance “Trish is the first person to do finances in such a professional manner”.  

Melvyn Greenberg requested Trish Thomas to continue for another year and to thank Keith McKay on behalf of ABC for his honorary work.  

Melvyn Greenberg thanked Ruth Bots for sending out emails for subs.  

Financial Report:

The Treasurer, Trish Thomas, presented the annual financial report as prepared by the Honorary Auditor, Mr. Keith McKay. A copy is attached.

The financial statements were: 

Proposed by: 
Melvyn Greenberg

Seconded by: 
Paula Jordi

Acceptance: 
Unanimous

Resignations of Officials:

Resignations in 2011:

Lou-Ann Theunessen

Rowan Drummond

Election of Committee:

Committee Members offering themselves for re-election:

Rowan Drummond

Paula Jordi

Committee Members Co-opted during the year and offering themselves for re-election:

Elaine Botha

There being no further nominations, the 2011 committee will consist of the following members: 

Melvyn Greenberg

Paula Jordi

Kathy Clayton

Trish Thomas

Elaine Botha

Staci Lyons

Cathy Essop

Rowan Drummond

Louise Thompson

The Chairperson congratulated the 2011 committee and wished them well for the future.

Matters of which due notice have been given to the Secretary:

None

General:

Melvyn Greenberg has a few matters to discuss:  

Accredited Members - Tracy Lander shadowed Louise Thompson, Melvyn Greenberg proposed Tracy Lander as an Accredited Member and Lou-Ann Theunessen seconded.    

WODAC – Lou-Ann Theunessen will send information new Events Committee Member once she is notified who this person will be.  

The 7th International Working Dogs Conference will be held at Sun City for anyone interested.  It is run by Dr Hannes Strydom and Dr John Birrell.  Melvyn Greenberg will be giving a talk on Working Dogs and Their Potential.  Melvyn Greenberg will send information to members at the AGM.  

Melvyn Greenberg requested any further matters to be discussed:  

None 

Closure:

There being no further business to discuss the Chairperson declared the meeting closed at 20h00.

Signed by:

	Melvyn Greenberg: Outgoing Chairperson
	
	Elaine Botha: Secretary


Apologies received from:

Eddie Foster

Pam Hughes

Michelle Sachs

Karen Gray-Kilfoil

Rose Humphreys

Marianne Thomson

Kim Carmichael

Lotte Griffiths

Pat de Korte

Jenny Williams

Robyn Greyling

Quixi Sonntag

Julie Bezuidenhout

Carole O’Leary

Ingrid Linnekugel

Attendance at AGM:

Tarryn Carlisle

Kathy Essop

Paula Jordi

Lou-Ann Theunessen

Anina Abrie

Ruth Bots

Kathy Clayton

Belinda Thomas

Scotty Valadao

Charmaine du Toit

Louise Thompson

Staci Lyons

Melvyn Greenberg

Trish Thomas

Rowan Drummond

Elaine Botha

2011 ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR CONSULTANTS COMMITTEE

Meeting commenced ON 31 March 2011 at 20h45.  

COMMITTEE MEMBERS FOR 2011: 

CHAIRPERSON – Kathy Clayton

Proposed by:  Paula Jordi

Seconded by:  Staci Lyons

VICE CHAIRMAN – Melvyn Greenberg

Proposed by:  Staci Lyons

Seconded by:  Rowan Drummond

TREASURER – Trish Thomas

Proposed by:  Melvyn Greenberg

Seconded:  Unanimous

SECRETARY – Elaine Botha

Proposed by:  Louise Thompson

Seconded by:  Trish Thomas

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY – Staci Lyons

Proposed by:  Melvyn Greenberg

Seconded: Unanmous

NEWSLETTER – Louise Thompson

Proposed by:  Melvyn Greenberg

Seconded by:  Unanimous

WEBMASTER – Bernadette

Proposed by:  Paula Jordi

Seconded:  Unanimous

EVENTS – Paula Jordi, Kathy Essop, Rowan Drummond, Tarryn Carlisl (co-opted)

Proposed by:  Melvyn Greenberg

Seconded by:  Unanimous

MATTERS AND EVENTS ARISING IN 2011

WODAC – Brian Blades is the contact person, MG will forward information.  

Committee Members details to be sent to Louise Thompson.  

Next Event – Unfortunately, with regret, Karin Landsberg must be cancelled too short notice for new committee.  

For the next event, the guest speaker will be Louise Thompson on 11 May 11 “Shelter Dogs” What to do? You’ve adopted a shelter dog what now? 

19h00 for 19h30 1 hr and half hour for questions.  Venue, Guide Dogs – EB phone and book.  Wroxham Road, Petervale or Forest Farm KC to find out.  Notice to be sent out once finalised.  

Canine Compatability Chart – will be sponsored by Ultra Dog cost of printing R25000.00, Carole O’Leary and MG to be remunerated 

Ultra Dog will laminate, frame and promote charts.  

Need more workshops for 2011:  

Kathy Clayton thanked Melvyn for chairing last year and everyone else on the committee.  

NEXT MEETING:  

Will be held on 5 May 2011 at Kathy Clayton’s, 91 Boundary Lane, Parkmore, Cathy will send map.  

CLOSURE OF MEETING:  

21h25


If any member has a specific topic or behavior problem that they would like to see discussed in our newsletter please do not hesitate to contact me at louthomp@mweb.co.za and I will be more than happy to include such subject matter in future issues. I will be making use of the official ABC editor e mail address in the reasonable near future so in the meantime if you could please use my private mail addresses louthomp@mweb.co.za.

Please contact me with any news, views, complaints and or criticisms and I will be happy to address such. 

This is YOUR newsletter and the subject matter should express that.

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE CONTACT DETAILS OF THE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

WILL BE POSTED ON THE WEB SITE IN THE VERY NEAR FUTURE!


The ABC of SA is holding a talk on the 11th May at the SA Guide Dogs Association at 7:30 pm

The subject for the evening is 
“So you have adopted a shelter dog – NOW WHAT???”

   And will include:-

· What to do when you get her home?

· Coping with the first few weeks.

· How to move forward from there?

· Realistic expectations

      The cost is R100 for non-members

                     R75 for members

                     R50 for shelter staff

Light refreshments will be served and there will be ABC books and booklets on sale.

BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL FOR CATERING PURPOSES!

For more information please contact   Kathy at:-  kathyessop@gmail.com   

                                                                 or Elaine at:- elaineb59@gmail.com
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From the Editor





EVENTS:





The ABC is proud to announce that Tracey Lander has been awarded accreditation as a Canine Behaviourist. I would like to take this opportunity to extend our heartfelt congratulations!





Tracey is also an experienced dog handler and dog trainer who we feel is going to make a considerable contribution to our profession.





Once again Tracey – Congratulations and Well Done!!





ACCREDITATION NEWS!



































ARE THEY FIGHTING OR PLAYING? 


By Dr Dog.





How can you tell if dogs are fighting or playing?  They do the same things -- snarling, growling, biting -- they just don't mean it seriously when they're playing.  Dogs playing are very similar to wrestlers or boxing sparring partners; I don't want you beating on me, but neither of us wants to seriously hurt the other.  You vigorously try to defeat your opponent but you're not trying to cripple or kill him.  If a dog injures a playmate, -- play -- and all its benefits -- stops.  





Often the main difference between play and a fight is degree.  It's especially difficult to tell if the owners have seen few vigorous play sessions and have never seen a real dog fight.





Vigorous play benefits dogs a lot.  But dog play is very martial.  It isn't just play, it's play-fighting.  They use play and other interactive dynamic behaviours to sharpen survival skills.  No matter why you got on the floor with your dog -- to pet, brush, tussle, massage -- the dog will often begin to play-fight you.





When two dogs vigorously play, it looks like they're trying to hurt each other.  But if one dog vocalizes severe distress or injury, play usually stops immediately.  Dogs can deliver multiple bites per second and can inflict serious wounds with each bite, so seeing a growling dog bite another's leg 10 times in 5 seconds without drawing blood means PLAY!  





Since they can puncture skin with every bite, if two dogs spend more than 20 seconds in vigorous "combat" with all the growling and snarling and mouthing and neither is bleeding or screaming or injured or struggling to escape, they're playing!  In a fight, if one vocalizes distress, the other continues with more emphasis because he's just been told he's winning.





Play can progress to a real fight.  If one hurt the other in play and didn't lighten up when the injured dog tells its distress, the injured dog can get real serious because it's convinced it's in danger.  Fun play suddenly becomes deadly battle.





Bite location is another play clue.  Dogs that are fighting usually strive for the opponent's neck or abdomen.  Dog’s play-fighting will "bite" any body part they can grab!  But it takes an experienced eye to tell the difference between vigorous play and fighting because it's shades of gray, not black, or white.





You often see one dog on its back while "fending off" the other's attack.  This is a strong sign that they're playing.  Lying on its back is the most submissive posture a dog can show.  If this was a fight, neither would offer lethal targets to the other that way.





One way to tell fight from play is to blatantly interrupt it by loudly blowing a whistle.  If it stops, it was likely play.  If it's impossible to stop, it's likely a fight.  





So you see the action, become concerned, and in a bossy voice - command, “HEY!  KNOCK IT OFF!" and they do. 


Praise both and encourage further play.  This tells both dogs that they were correct in respecting your interruption and correct in playing vigorously.  





Now they know that they both enjoy play and so do you, so it's more likely to be repeated due to multiple reinforcers.  


If they don't stop, break up the fight!

















Wise owners teach a word for play.  "Play" is a poor choice if you also use "Stay" as a command or "Hey!" as a reprimand.  Dogs are vocal, not verbal, so all three words are the same noise to them.  Consider "Fun" or "Game" or "Sport" or anything else in any language -- just don't use a word that sounds like another important word to your dog.   





Now, when the dogs are playing, you have a word to use in praise; you're reinforcing the act of play and not confusing the dogs when you say:  "Good 'game'!"  Having a word for play gives you a means to get them playing when they're together.  "Hey, Rover, here's your buddy!  Game!" or "Fun!" or whatever word you choose.  Giving "play" a name encourages them to play by using the word to mean:  "It's time to have fun!  


And we all LOVE you having fun this way!"





By doing that, you replace dangerous anti-social behaviours with pro-social play sessions because they know what to do, and that doing it benefits them.  You've taught them what the word means and they know they will be reinforced for doing it and its fun to do.  Fewer fights and more play.  Success is yours -- and theirs.











WHY DOES MY CAT LIKE TO SHRED PAPER?


By Louise Thompson





Even indoor, highly pampered house cats (who have never had the opportunity to hunt) will retain the basic hunting instinct. Part of the hunting process is tearing and shredding prey before it is devoured!





Commercial cat food doesn’t provide an outlet for this hunting behavior so many cats will need to provide themselves with substitute hunting behavior – therefore the need to rip, shred and tear is a very basic instinct. Paper in a suburban home is often easily available, so become the “prey” of choice.





Generally if a cat is provided with enough companionship, mental stimulation and access to toys designed to fulfill the hunting “need” this is not necessarily a problem. Boredom is sometimes a huge factor, so providing your cat with toys to occupy him/herself with is vital.





Punishing your cat for this behavior / play is never advised – your cat could simply indulge in secret! Instead, try diverting his attention to hunting style games, where he gets to catch and "kill" a toy. If you're not already doing so, set aside time every day to play these games with him. 





In the wild he would have to find his own food, so make him "forage" for it by hiding food treats inside toys as this will help keep him occupied. 





Cats usually dislike the scent of anything citrus or menthol, try adding a few drops of essential oil to some pieces of paper and leave them as bait. The smell alone should be enough to put him off and may also help break the habit.�


Please Note:


Shredding paper is a harmless (though messy) game that many cats play. This must not be confused with the ingesting or eating of paper which is a highly dangerous condition called Pica which can cause intestinal blockages and in some cases death.  If your cat is exhibiting Pica, please contact your veterinarian who will advise you or refer you to an accredited animal behavior consultant who will be able to advise you in conjunction with your veterinarian. 









































ABC FACEBOOK GROUP





The group has been running and functional for a few months now. I suspect that perhaps not all members and ABC friends are aware of it though as the response to date viz discussions etc has been pretty poor. 





To get there is simple – go onto facebook and look under groups. The group is called The Animal Behaviour Consultants of Southern Africa (now there is a surprise Lol!)





Facebook is a wonderful tool for us all to keep in touch and I will endeavor to post topical subjects for discussion as often as my time permits – but would be delighted if members also post topical subjects for open discussion of which I will be thrilled to participate in!





Please spread the word as everyone is welcome – not only ABC members! I encourage EVERYONE to post topical subjects for discussion – the group has the potential to be a great learning tool for us all to share information, and learn from each other! So tell your animal friends about it and encourage them to join and participate!





All our group members are very welcome to promote charity and other events on this forum, but please guys, could you specify clearly as to who are the hosts & beneficiaries of each event, so that it doesn’t appear that they are approved or sanctioned by the "ABC" - as this could be misleading - not a big deal, just a formality really - hope everyone understands. Thanks a million!! 








ABC WEBSITE





Don’t forget to visit our ABC website for info news and other interesting articles and contact details. There is also a list of puppy groups, and a contact list of our accredited animal behaviour consultants.














So until our next newsletter which will be available in June – thanks a lot for your support and indulgence (in advance) of my many, many, weaknesses and faults (spelling and grammar being my most famous!)  Please don’t hesitate to contact me should you have any contributions, suggestions, complaints or criticisms – or even the odd bit of praise would be nice Lol!





Cheers for now


Louise Thompson


Editor
























































